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Staff Report

Just ahead of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day, “The Embrace” - the 
long-awaited memorial to the civil 
rights leader and his wife, Coretta 
Scott King - was unveiled during 
a ceremony on Friday, Jan. 13, on 
the Boston Common.

Mayor Michelle Wu joined the 
Mayor’s Office of Arts and Cul-
ture, the Boston Art Commission 
(BAC), and Embrace Boston for 
the unveiling of The Embrace and 
the 1965 Freedom Plaza by artist 
Hank Willis Thomas and MASS 
Design Group on the Boston Com-
mon. The memorial was initiated 
via a partnership between the City 

of Boston and Embrace Boston 
and “aims to honor the life and 
legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and Coretta Scott King, 
celebrate their history in Boston, 
and spark a public conversation on 
advancing racial and social justice 
in Boston today,” according to a 
press release from the city.

In her remarks, Mayor Wu said: 
“The Embrace will be a revolu-
tionary space in our country's old-
est public park for conversation, 
education, and reflection on the 
Kings’ impact in Boston and the 
ideals that continue to shape the 
fabric of our city. The recognition 
of Coretta Scott King shows that 

we are a city that will take on the 
full legacy of Kings and challenge 
injustice everywhere from a place 
of love. As we continue our work 
to ensure Boston is a city for every-
one, this memorial is a powerful 
call to embrace each other more, 
embrace our nation's history and 
embrace what’s possible when we 
center community.”

Also on hand for the event 
was Martin Luther King, III, the 
oldest son of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and Coretta Scott King, 
who said: “My parents’ time in 
Boston is often a forgotten part of 
their history – and the history of 

(EmbracE Pg. 8)

By Phil Orlandella

NEW Health has bolstered the 
Center’s primary care staff add-
ing new doctors and nurse practi-
tioners at the North End site.

The new clinical staff includes 
Dr. Sue Lee, Dr. Brandon Luk 
and nurse practitioners Madeleine 

Bayne and Heather Patrick.
The Center is accepting new 

patients on a limited basis as they 
continue to expand its primary 
care staff.

“We are eager to bolster our 
services, especially to those who 
live here in the North End and 
Waterfront neighborhoods,” said 
Vincenzo Scibelli NEW Health 

CEO.
He noted, “The new staff all 

come with tremendous experience 
in community health care and we 
look forward to a successful 2023 
with them on board.”

NEW Health has been serving 
the North End of Boston and the 
surrounding communities since 
1971.

‘The Embrace’ memorial unveiled 
on the Common ahead of MLK Day

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTOS BY JEREMIAH ROBINSON

“The Embrace” memorial on the Boston Common was unveiled on Friday, Jan. 13.

NEW Health improves primary care staff

Wu and Michlewitz 
announce new North End 
Community Center

Mayor Michelle Wu.Rep. Aaron Michlewitz.

Special to the Regional Review

Mayor Michelle Wu and 
House Ways and Means Chair 
Representative Aaron Michlewitz 
together recently announced state 
funding for a new Boston Centers 
for Youth and Families (BCYF) 
North End Community Center, 
replacing the current BCYF 
Nazzaro Community Center. The 

new center will be located adjacent 
to the BCYF Mirabella Pool on 
Commercial Street in the North 
End. The City will also be launch-
ing a facilities assessment to ensure 
access to high-quality BCYF spac-
es and programming for residents 
across the City and that facilities 
are being maintained at the level 

(community cEntEr Pg. 2)

By Stephen Quigley

At a joint meeting of the 
North End Waterfront Resident 
Association (NEWRA) and 
the North End Waterfront 
Neighborhood Council (NEWNC) 
that was held at the Nazzaro 
Community Center at 30 N. 
Bennett St. last Thursday evening, 
more than 80 residents had the 
opportunity to let city and elected 
officials, as well as a couple of 
restaurant owners, know that they 
are not happy with the outdoor 
dining regulations as they current-
ly exist.

Segun Idowu, the Chief of 
Economic Opportunity and 
Inclusion for the city, told the 

audience that he “came to listen.” 
He also pointed out that new out-
door dining regulations that city 
officials have been working on 
have not been launched.

However, many residents were 
skeptical of that statement, since 
many believe that the outdoor 
dining regulations for the North 
End and the rest of the city already 
have been decided.

More than a dozen residents 
recited a litany of problems cre-
ated by outdoor dining over the 
last three years that has resulted 
in crowded sidewalks, a serious 
rat problem, trash issues, loss of 
parking spaces, late night noise 
from restaurant patrons, the loss 

No. End residents 
express opposition 
to outdoor dining

(Dining Pg. 2)
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that families deserve. 
At a press conference in the 

North End, the Mayor and 
Representative Michlewitz 
announced the City is receiving 
$25 million in state funding to 
support the new North End center, 
of which $5 million will support 
renovations to the current BCYF 
Nazzaro Community Center 
building to repurpose it for com-
munity uses. 

“Boston has a legacy of public 
spaces that have created fami-
ly, community and connection,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “Spaces 
like the BCYF Nazzaro Center 
are critical infrastructure for our 
city and community members so 
that we can truly have neighbor-
hoods where people live, work, 
play, and grow together. Every 
neighborhood deserves modern 
spaces that reflect the full needs 
of our communities. I’m thankful 
to Representative Michlewitz for 
securing funding for a brand new 
center in the North End.”

“I was proud to secure this 
State funding for the City of 
Boston,” said House Ways and 
Means Chairman Representative 
Aaron Michlewitz. “These funds 
will not only help to build a brand 
new and much needed Community 
Center for the North End, but 
it will also help preserve the old 

Nazzaro Center site and ensure 
it continues to be an asset for the 
neighborhood.”

The City engaged in a com-
munity process from 2017 to 
2019 led by the Public Facilities 
Department to envision the 
future of a community center in 
the North End due to the neigh-
borhood’s needs, outgrowing the 
existing Nazzaro building. The 
result was the recommendation 
to build a new center next to the 
BCYF Mirabella outdoor pool on 
Commercial Street and repurpose 
the existing BCYF Nazzaro build-
ing for community uses. The full 
cost of the new project is estimat-
ed to be $50 to $60 million.

The building that now houses 

the BCYF Nazzaro first opened 
in 1906 as a gym and bathhouse. 
BCYF acquired the property in 
1985 and converted it into a com-
munity center.

In late spring 2023, the City 
will begin designing the new com-
munity center on Commercial 
Street and will engage the com-
munity to ensure resident’s needs 
are met. 

“I am so grateful for the lead-
ership of Mayor Wu and our state 
delegation in choosing to make 
this substantial investment in our 
city’s community centers,” said 
José F. Massó, Chief of Human 
Services. “Boston residents deserve 
safe, accessible, updated public 
facilities and this administration 
has made that a top priority.”

“As Chairman of the North 
End Athletic Association we are in 
full support of the proposed New 
North End Community Center 
which is long overdue,” said Ted 

Tomasone the Chairman of the 
North End Athletic Association 
(NEAA). “The addition of this 
center and the renovation of the 
Nazzaro center will continue to 
make the North End one of the 
most exciting neighborhoods in 
the City of Boston. Chairman 
Michlewitz continues to be a 
dynamic leader for the North End 
and the City of Boston.”

Additionally, the City will soon 
begin a Citywide BCYF facilities 
assessment, which will ensure that 
assets are repaired and replaced 
proactively. The assessment will 
inform a comprehensive plan to 
better anticipate needed capital 
investments and plan for regu-
lar maintenance that will prevent 
sudden closures and the need for 
emergency repairs. 

Boston Public Schools (BPS) 
has already begun an assess-
ment of its facilities as part of 
the Green New Deal for BPS, 
which includes the BCYF facilities 
that are co-located in schools. BPS 
is prioritizing those facilities that 
house pools managed by BCYF 
for assessment. The assessment of 
the City’s remaining facilities will 
prioritize BCYF facilities and will 
also include recommendations for 
the appropriate staffing levels for 
maintenance.

“Our Community Centers and 
swimming pools are important 
resources that all Bostonians cher-
ish and rely upon,” said Dion 
Irish, Chief of Operations.  “We 
are excited to receive such gener-
ous support from the state, thank-

ful for Representative Michlewitz’s 
advocacy, and committed to part-
nering with the Human Services 
Cabinet to build, renovate, and 
maintain these facilities going for-
ward.”

“This investment in a new 
North End Community Center 
is one of several major renova-
tions and new builds that will 
ensure that Boston’s residents 
have high-quality, green commu-
nity centers with modern features 
that meet the needs of today’s 
families,” said Marta E. Rivera, 
Commissioner of Boston Centers 
for Youth & Families.   

The Nazzaro Center will stay 
open until the new community 
center is complete. In the com-
ing years, as the new communi-
ty center enters construction, the 
City will engage with North End 
residents about the future of the 
Nazzaro building.

The Nazzaro Center and facil-
ities assessment announcements 
build off of recent investments 
and ongoing work, includ-
ing centers across the City that 
have recently reopened, facilities 
under renovation that will open 
soon, and new projects enter-
ing design. In November, Mayor 
Wu announced the opening of 
the East Boston Senior Center, 
which is operated by the City’s 
Age Strong Commission and man-
aged by the Property Management 
Department. In October, Mayor 
Wu and BCYF announced the 
site of the first full service BCYF 
community center in Grove Hall.
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State Senator Lydia Edwards. Councilor Gabriela Coletta.

of scarce public space, and being 
forced to walk on the streets where 
that almost have been hit by cars.

“It takes a half an hour to 
get down Hanover Street,” Eileen 
DeBaptista said, noting that the 
character of the neighborhood has 
changed with the advent of out-
door dining because of the pan-
demic.

City officials pointed out that 
they are working on a city-wide 
restaurant policy, but residents 
suggested that since the North 
End is different from most city 
neighborhoods, a broad regula-
tion would probably not work 
here.

“We see a lot of words and see 
no change,” Dave Kubiak said, 
adding, “City Hall is not listening 

to this community.”
Frank DePasquale, an owner of 

several restaurants, noted that he 
is a resident and business owner 
and he loves the community. 

“We follow the rules and make 
this a neighborhood,” he said.

Both State Rep. Aaron 
Michlewitz and District 1 City 
Councilor Gigi Coletta noted their 
support for this type of neigh-
borhood meeting to highlight the 
issues.

John Romano, the city’s 
Director of Strategic Partnerships 
and Initiatives, noted that right 
now there are three different city 
criteria for outdoor dining.

The first is where the restau-
rant owns the land. The second is 
where dining is permitted only on 

the sidewalk. And the third model 
is where dining is only on the 
street. The new regulations that 
are being formulated will address 
each of the specific cases.

Joel Faller, the president of 
the NEWNC said, “This meeting 
should not be just check a box, but 
you should come back and listen 
to residents after you have a city-
wide proposal.”

The city-wide policy presum-
ably will have to be formulated 
and enacted within the next sev-
eral weeks with the approach of 
the spring.

“There is a public process, 
don’t shortcut it,” longtime resi-
dent Victor Brogna added.
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Mayor Michelle Wu and the 
Mayor’s Office of Arts and Culture 
(MOAC) announced the launch 
of the City of Boston’s Cultural 
Investment Grant, a $10 million 
multi-year investment in transfor-
mative growth opportunities for 
an equitable arts sector in Boston. 
The Cultural Investment Grant 
is funded through the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) as part 
of the City of Boston’s recovery 
efforts. The grant responds to the 
overlapping, devastating impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on the 
cultural sector and on communities 
of color across Boston.

“This unprecedented City 
investment will help growing 
arts and cultural organizations 
strengthen their roots in our neigh-
borhoods,” said Mayor Michelle 
Wu. “This program will elevate 
and scale arts and culture organi-
zations, particularly in underserved 
communities, and make transfor-
mative, new investments that will 
deepen the connection to arts for 
all our residents.”

The grant will direct funds to 
build capacity for arts and cultural 
organizations working in partner-
ship with communities in Boston 
most impacted by the pandemic, 
particularly communities of color. 
Grant amounts will be between 
$600,000 and $3 million. Distrib-
uted over four years, the grants will 
provide investments in the cultural 
sector that will give organizations 

a path to thrive and sustain in 
Boston, create long term opportu-
nities for all of Boston’s communi-
ties to have access to the arts, and 
strengthen the local arts ecosys-
tem with new and unprecedented 
investments. 

Boston-based arts and cultural 
organizations that have both bud-
gets under $3 million and 501(c)
(3) status or fiscal sponsorship 
can apply. Priority will be given 
to organizations located within or 
working with communities dis-
proportionately impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Organi-
zations will also be evaluated on 
their demonstrated commitment 
to equity, the representation of 
the communities with which they 
work in their visions, missions, 
and programming, and their active 
partnerships within their commu-
nities.

The funding structure of the 
Cultural Investment Grant is divid-
ed into three tiers to include a 
range of arts and cultural organi-
zations for which these funds will 
be transformative. The amount 
of funding allocated to each tier 
is informed by an organization’s 
operating budget:

• At least three grassroots orga-
nizations with operating budgets 
under $500,000 will each receive 
up to $600,000 over four years.

• Up to two organizations 
with operating budgets between 
$500,000 and $2 million will each 

receive $1 million over four years. 
• Up to two organizations with 

budgets between $2 million and $3 
million will each receive $3 million 
over four years.

“Creativity is vital to a healthy, 
equitable, and thriving community, 
and investing in increased access 
to the arts and creative expression 
throughout the city is crucial,” said 
Kara Elliott-Ortega, Chief of Arts 
and Culture. “We hope this trans-
formative funding enables cultural 
organizations to anchor them-
selves in their communities and 
build sustainable futures for lasting 
impact.”

“This grant opportunity will 
amplify and empower grassroot 
organizations, creatives, and cul-
tural leaders who continuously 
keep Boston’s rich, diverse history 
front and center,” said Mariangely 
Solis Cervera, Chief of Equity and 
Inclusion. “This is the first step in 
creating sustainable solutions for 
celebrating and preserving local 
arts and culture.”

"This grant for Boston's arts 
and culture organizations is both 
a pivotal moment and a necessary 
direction for our city,” said Cath-
erine Morris, Director of Arts and 
Culture at the Boston Foundation 
and Founder and Artistic Director 
of BAMS Fest. “Our local orga-
nizations are not only the back-
bone of our neighborhoods but 
are vital lifelines to ensuring that 
programs are accessible, available 

and affordable; and that the next 
generation of cultural workers, art-
ists, leaders and the like have path-
ways to economic freedom, space, 
career development, and creative 
autonomy. We, at the Boston 
Foundation hope that this type of 
grant opportunity inspires people 
to see the value and contribution 
that local organizations provide, 
and invest in the people within the 
arts and culture ecosystem, so that 
it remains sustainable, strong, and 
deeply connected."

“It is wonderful to start this year 
with an announcement like this,” 
said Elsa Mosquera, Principal and 
Co-Founder of Àgora Cultural 
Architects. “This is an absolutely 
extraordinary initiative because it 
acknowledges the transformative 
value that arts and cultural organi-
zations have in their communities. 
This type of support represents an 
enormous opportunity for these 
organizations to have the econom-
ic stability they need to carry out 
their mission in an organized way, 
with well-paid cultural resources, 
while simultaneously amplifying 
the work they carry out in their 
communities.

“Boston needs to invest in orga-
nizations and artists that have been 
working to provide high quality 
and culturally responsive program-
ming the BIPOC community for 
a long time, like Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center (VROCC), which 
serves more than 200 Latinx artists 

in the city and provides them with 
a venue and paid opportunities to 
showcase their talent," said Veron-
ica Robles, Executive Director of 
Veronica Robles Cultural Center. 
"We are very excited about the 
transformative investment in Bos-
ton's cultural sector through this 
$10 million multi-year funding 
opportunity.”

“Across the City of Boston in 
the last few years, creativity and 
culture have been instrumental in 
strengthening bonds and provid-
ing connection and healing,” said 
Cynthia Woo, Director of Pao Arts 
Center. “Art is embedded every-
where in our lives, in places we may 
not expect or take for granted. The 
arts have the power to bring peo-
ple together for important conver-
sations and to share joyful experi-
ences. You'll find arts, culture, and 
creativity as crucial components of 
programs at community centers, 
in religious spaces, and in public 
spaces and parks. The City’s new 
investment in communities of color 
is a much needed start to support-
ing work that has been vital to the 
wellbeing of our neighborhoods, 
including Pao Arts Center's own 
Chinatown neighborhood, as we 
move forward to visioning a Bos-
ton that is not merely surviving, 
but thriving.”

Interested organizations are 
invited to submit a Letter of Inqui-
ry (LOI) by February 1, 2023 at 
11:59 p.m.
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Real Estate AUCTION
7,674± SF 
BACK BAY 

ROW HOUSE
291 BEACON STREET 

BOSTON, MA
Licensed Lodging House 

Vacant with Conversion Potential
3± Parking Spaces in Rear

Friday, February 3 
at 11am On-site

Info, Full Terms, Broker Reg & More at:
www.JJManning.com

800.521.0111   
MA Lic# 111 • Ref # 23-1985

Property Preview: 
Friday, January 27 

(11am-1pm)

By Diana Coldren

Did you know that qualified 
taxpayers can apply to effectively 
save up $3,456.50 on their real 
estate tax-bill for fiscal year 2023! 

If the residential exemption does 
not appear on your Fiscal Year 
2023 third quarter tax bill (recent-
ly mailed and due Feb. 1), you may 
still file an application by April 3 
for the fiscal year 2023 exemption.

It is not too late to save on your 
Fiscal Year 2023 Boston Real 
Estate Taxes! The City of Boston 
operates on a fiscal year that starts 
on July 1 and ends on June 30. For 
Fiscal Year 2023, the maximum 
portion exempt from taxation is 
$321,834.26. At a rate of $10.74 
per thousand, this translates to 
a potential savings in real estate 
taxes of $3,456.50.

According to the City’s Residen-
tial Exemption application, “Every 
taxpayer in the City of Boston 
who owns residential property as 
of January 1, 2022 and uses that 
property as his or her principal res-
idence for their calendar year 2021 
for Massachusetts income taxes, 
may be eligible for the Fiscal Year 
2023 residential exemption. In cer-

tain circumstances, you may be eli-
gible if you obtained your principal 
residence between January 1 and 
July 1, 2022.”

The printable online application 
is now available and the deadline 
for submission is Monday April 
3, 2023. Even if you have received 
the exemption in the past, you 
may want to double check to see 
if the exemption is in still in effect 
for your property. It is important 
to review your tax bill every year 
to make sure the exemption is in 
force.

Example: If you qualify, and 
the total taxable valuation of 
your home is $2 million you will 
owe approximately $21,480 
($2,000,000 x tax rate of $10.74 
per thousand) without the residen-
tial exemption. With the exemp-
tion, your taxable valuation may 
be $2 million minus the fiscal year 
2023 residential tax exemption of 
$321,834 resulting in a total tax-
able valuation of $1,678,166. The 
tax owed would be $18,023.50 
($1,678,166 x $10.74 per thou-
sand) resulting in a tax savings of 
$3,456.50. Please note that this 
example does not include the Com-
munity Preservation Tax or other 

factors that may impact your indi-
vidual situation.

How can I apply for the exemp-
tion or see if the exemption has 
been applied for my property?

Visit the City of Boston assess-
ing site at https://www.cityofbos-
ton.gov/assessing/search/.

Or use the QR code below to 
take you to the site with the link 
to the application. Type in your 
address, click on the “details” link, 
and if eligible, click on the link to 
the application in the abatements/
exemptions section. You can also 
verify if it has already been applied.

Applications need to be mailed 
to:

Assessing Department
1 City Hall Square, Room 301
Boston, MA 02201-2011 
or submitted in person at City 

Hall by the Monday April 3, 2023, 
deadline. You may have to note the 
date your deed was recorded. You 
can find this date online at https://
www.masslandrecords.com/suf-
folk/ or by calling the Suffolk 
County Registry of Deeds office at 
(617) 788-8575.

When will I receive the Exemp-
tion?

The third Quarter tax bill is the 

Qualified taxpayers can apply for residential exemption on on their real estate tax-bill
earliest that a resident can confirm 
that they are receiving a residential 
exemption. Once an application is 
approved, you will receive a credit 
toward your fiscal 2023 taxes. If 
taxes have already been paid in 
full, the amount of overpayment 
will be refunded to the homeown-
er. You are encouraged to call the 
taxpayer and Referral Assistance 
Center to check the status of 
your application. See contact info 
below.

Questions?
Please contact the city of Bos-

ton taxpayer and Referral Assis-
tance Center at (617) 635 4287. 
Please have your ward and parcel 
number available to help the staff 
member access your information. 
This number is located on your 
tax bill.

Diana Coldren is a real estate 
agent with Compass and a long-
time resident of Beacon Hill.
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O p i n i O n  By Phil orlanDella

MORE OUTDOOR 
DINING ON THE 
HORIZON

Outdoor dining in the North 
End was a two-year pilot pro-
gram, that was opposed by resi-
dents each year to no avail.

Now that the program has 
been completed, residents are of 
the opinion that 2022 was the 
last year of outdoor dining in the 
community.

However, there is currently a 

city ordinance on the books that 
allow for outdoor dining on pri-
vate property including sidewalks 
that several restaurants have used 
for some years now.

It appears, the City of Boston 
is seeking to amend this ordinance 
to include street use as well.

That is why the city is seeking 
community comments and advise 
before any attempt to change the 
ordinance goes forward.

The last two times around, the 
same strategy to stop the program 
did not work. It will not work this 

time either.
Unless residents have the clout 

to stop the ordinance from being 
amended, outdoor dining will 
return to the community in some 
way or form.

Restaurants have always been 
a fixture in the community and a 
major attraction for dining. They 
provide a major source of revenue 
to the city and create jobs.

Many of them support local 
organizations with donations that 
serve the community.

SO FAR, WE’VE DODGED THE   
ENERGY BULLET

The winter season can be viewed in two ways.
Meteorological winter is considered to be the three months of 

December, January, and February. Astronomical winter runs from 
December 22, the date of the winter solstice, to March 21, the date of 
the vernal or spring equinox.

So, ever the optimists that we are, we’ll take the former version of 
the winter season, which means that as of this week, we’ve crossed the 
midpoint of this winter.

With the war in Ukraine disrupting world energy supplies, govern-
ment policy-makers and energy experts across the globe analyzed the 
approaching winter season with trepidation. A harsh winter had the 
potential to leave Europe with severe energy shortages and America 
with sky-high prices for oil and natural gas, with some even predicting 
rolling blackouts in New England in the event of a cold winter because 
of a lack of energy supplies to power our electrical grid.

However, the winter of 2022-23 has been exceptionally mild in the 
Northern Hemisphere, reducing world demand for energy. Here in 
New England, other than a brief cold snap at Christmas-time, we have 
been fortunate to have experienced a warmer-than-normal weather 
pattern that has extended from the beginning of November through all 
of January.

A colder-than-normal winter could have had a devastating impact on 
the pocketbooks of New Englanders. The inability to construct a natu-
ral gas pipeline from the Marcellus Shale in nearby Pennsylvania (which 
is estimated to have the second-largest natural gas reserves in the world), 
coupled with the outdated Jones Act (which essentially means that we 
cannot transport liquefied natural gas via ship from our own Gulf of 
Mexico), has left us vulnerable to the wild swings of the global energy 
market and an unnecessary reliance on dirtier-burning oil.

There has been a large, negative impact to the environment because 
of our shortsightedness in assuring access to our domestic natural gas 
supplies here in the U.S.: We have had to use so much oil to power 
our electric grid -- which normally relies on natural gas -- that we 
have negated many of the gains of recent years in reducing our carbon 
emissions. Coupled with the increase in the use of coal for electricity 
generation in Europe (which they have used to replace their natural gas 
shortfalls because of the cutoff of supply by the Russians), the climate 
has been made far dirtier this year.

The warm winter thus far has been a good news/bad news situation: 
Our energy supplies have been sufficient to keep us warm at manage-
able (though still-high) prices, but it has come at a great cost to the 
environment. 

And beyond the immediate aspect of this winter, that we are having 
such a mild winter in the first place is just further evidence that climate 
change is here to stay.

Guest Op-ed

Renting or buying, which is best for you?
Dr. Glenn Mollette 

A retired minister and his wife 
had never owned a house. They 
had spent all their married lives liv-
ing in housing provided by church-
es. At age 65 they bought a house 
and financed it for 15 years. They 
had been frugal and had saved a 
good down payment. They paid for 
the house by age 80. The value of 
the house increased over the years 
and at age 83 they sold the house 
and received a very nice check. The 
money from the sale was enough 
to help them fund their next ten 
years in a nice assisted living apart-
ment. While taking on a mortgage 
at 65 appeared crazy to some it 
afforded them financial security 
further down the road. 

Many years ago, I bought a mod-
est new house that cost $151,000. 
I barely scraped together the near-
ly $30,000 down payment. The 
house was financed for 15 years.  I 
began the laborious journey of 
writing a monthly check to the 
bank. After about eight years, I 
needed money to pay medical bills 
and was able to borrow $30,000 
against my equity. It was nice that I 
had the equity because at that time 
I really needed the cash. Looking 
back, I would never do that again 
because it made the actual cost of 
my house increase to $181,000. 
For a couple of years, I had two 
payments to make to the bank. 
A couple of years later my wife 
passed. If I had needed to borrow 
$10,000 against my house, I could 

have done so to pay for funeral 
expenses. Fortunately, we had both 
taken out small insurance policies 
that covered that cost. Eventually 
I refinanced and consolidated the 
mortgages. By the grace of God I 
still paid for the house in 15 years. 

I don’t like monthly payments 
or paying rent. For most of us, at 
some point in our lives there will 
be a monthly payment of some 
kind. I’ve lived in apartments on 
several occasions and even houses 
furnished to me by congregations 
I served. I didn’t care for either 
one. I’m not saying I wouldn’t do 
it again but my preference is to live 
in a place that is actually mine for 
as long as possible. 

Renting a house or an apart-
ment works for many at different 
stages of life. Buying a house is 
tough because it is a major finan-
cial commitment.  You normally 
have to come up with 20% of the 
price to pay down as well as have 
the income to make the payments. 
That’s not always easy. 

New houses in a nearby neigh-
borhood are presently selling for 
$400,000.  Most of them are mod-
est three to four-bedroom houses. 
Having enough money to make 
the down payment and monthly 
payments is a lot for any person or 
family. 

However, rent is expensive. 
Depending on where you live you 
may be paying $800 to $3,000 a 
month for a small apartment. You 
don’t have maintenance or prop-
erty taxes but you’ll also never 
see that money again. A friend of 

mine sold her house at age 70 and 
moved into an apartment complex 
for people over age 55. She pays 
rent but she says the landlord treats 
her well and is timely with upkeep. 
A landlord who is very untimely 
with upkeep is very frustrating. 

There are pros and cons to own-
ing and renting. Choosing depends 
on your situation and personal 
preferences. A landlord can raise 
your rent and have rules pertain-
ing to pets, painting, and more. 
However, it may be just exactly 
what you need. Typically, you 
don’t want to sink your money 
into property if you are going to 
move in three or four years. You 
might come out ahead if you buy 
a fixer upper and have the time 
and money to improve the prop-
erty.  You don’t want to make a 
bad buy. Buying property that you 
can’t resell is a bad idea, unless you 
love it and plan to live there a long 
time. 

Keep in mind that a big chunk 
of most American’s wealth is in the 
house they own. If you pay for it 
and maintain it you can normally 
sell it to someone and recoup a lot 
of your money. You might even 
make a nice profit. 

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other publish-
ing imprints; a national columnist 
–  American Issues and Common 
Sense opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each week In 
over 500 newspapers, websites 
and blogs across the United States.
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By Phil Orlandella

 During the recent holiday 
school vacation, the Nazzaro 
Community Center Board of 
Directors along with center staff 
held several days of activities that 
local youth busy and having fun.

 Led by Patricia Tanso Romano 
and assisted by center teen youth 
workers several activities took 

place including: leather crafts, fun 
with clay, and game days that 
were enjoyed by the many partici-
pants.

 An eight-week Yoga Class for 
seniors has begun at the Center, 
every Thursday at 10 AM.

 The Board and BCYF staff are 
planning events and activities for 
the upcoming February school 
vacation. Details TBA.

SCHOOL VACATION ACTIVITIES HELD AT NAZZARO CENTER
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and birth announcements, 

news releases, business and education briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items 
should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be 
faxed to 781-485-1403.  We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and photos to

deb@reverejournal.com.

By Phil Orlandella

 The first holiday gather-
ing since 2019 was held at the 
ABCD’s North End/West End 
Neighborhood Service Center 
(NSC) in celebration of the 
December holidays.

 Decked out with a towering 
Christmas Tree and festive deco-
rations, the Center attracted many 
residents who enjoyed sandwiches, 
a green salad and hot coffee.

 Attendees received Stop & 
Shop gift cards donated by the 
office of Sen. Lydia Edwards.

 Representative Aaron 
Michlewitz provided gigantic 
creamy cupcakes from Mike’s 
Pastry.

 Counselor Gabriela “Gigi” 
Coletta served Italian cookies 
from Parziale Bakery.

 Hats and gloves collected by 
Friends of the Armenian Heritage 
Park on The Greenway were raf-
fled off.

 Victor Brogna, NSC Advisory 
Board handled the holiday music.

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION AT NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICE CENTER

City Councilor Gabriela Coletta Making the Rounds with Italian 
Cookies to Chat with Seniors.

Long-Term Volunteer Susan Serving Coffee on a Chilly December Day to 
Accompany the Holiday Treats Brought by State Representative Aaron 
Michlewtiz and City Councilor Gabriela Coletta.

Victor Brogna, ABCD North End/
West End NSC Advisory Board 
Member, Playing Cheerful Holiday 
Music.

Generous Donation of Cozy Hats 
and Gloves Sets from Friends of 
Armenian Heritage Park. Pictured (left to right) State Representative Aaron Michlewitz, Acting 

Director ABCD NE/WE NSC Julia Power, and  Benjamin Tayag, 
District Director, Office of State Senator Lydia Edwards.

Legislative Aide Patrick Lyons from Representative Aaron Michlewitz’s 
Office and Johannah Malone, Fundraising Specialist, with Cupcake 
Donations for Seniors.

State Representative Aaron Michlewitz talks to those who attended.
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State Rep Aaron Michlewitz, 
Mayor Wu and the Boston City 
Council presented citations to 
Fr. Della Penna on the occasion 
of the 150th anniversary of St. 
Leonard parish in the North End 
on Sunday, January 8, 2023.  

ST. LEONARD PARISH CELEBRATES 150TH ANNIVERSARY

Fr. Della Penna speaking. Boston Mayor Michelle Wu 
attended the Mass.

State Rep. Aaron Michlewitz, Mayor Wu and the Boston City Council 
presented citations to Fr. Della Penna on the occasion of the 150th anni-
versary of St. Leonard parish.

Cardinal Sean O’Malley and the Knights of Columbus contingent

Cardinal Sean O’Malley and clergy after the Mass get together for a group photo in front of 
the altar.Eucharistic prayer of the Mass with Cardinal Sean O’Malley presiding.

The congregation during the anniversary Mass.

Patrick O’connor photos
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1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com

FIX IT
Keep the nation in peak 
condition. Learn to be 
a mechanic in the Army 
National Guard and receive 
money for college.

EmbracE (from pg. 1 )

the movement they helped inspire. 
The Embrace is a commemoration 
of their relationship and journey 
and represents the meaningful role 
Boston served in our history. This 
is more than just a sculpture, this 
historic monument is a symbol of 
the enduring power of love and 
beacon of hope for so many peo-
ple across the globe see my parents 
life’s work as a calling to make this 
world a better place.  I hope it will 
inspire the next generation of Mar-
tin Luther and Coretta Scott Kings 
as we continue the fight for peace, 
justice, and equity for all.”

Described as “a bronze figural 
abstraction” based on a photo of 
an embrace between Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Coretta Scott 
King after he won the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1964, the Embrace mea-
sures 20 feet tall and 25 feet wide. 
It was the result of a public-private 
partnership initiated by entrepre-
neur Paul English, who established 
the fund at the Boston Foundation 

and co-chaired the project with 
Rev. Liz Walker and Rev. Jeffrey 
Brown. The City of Boston and 
Embrace Boston convened an Art 
Committee comprising many of 

Boston’s cultural leaders to begin 
the artist selection and design pro-
cess for the memorial. The Com-
mittee was co-chaired by Barry 
Gaither, Director and Curator of 

the Museum of the National Cen-
ter of Afro-American Artists and 
Special Consultant at the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston, and Karin 
Goodfellow, Director of Public Art 
for the City of Boston. The Boston 
Art Commission voted to approve 
the final design of the memorial in 
the spring of 2021.

The memorial sculpture, which 
will be voted into the city’s public 
arts collection, sits within the 1965 
Freedom Plaza, which is embla-
zoned with a quotation attributed 
to Corretta Scott King. It’s located 
adjacent to the Parkman Band-
stand, where Dr. King spoke in 
1965. 

Said the artist, Hank Willis 
Thomas: “There are so many mon-
uments that are memorials, but 
this is intended to really celebrate 
not only the Kings, but also their 
legacy and how their legacy plays 
out in our lives. I really wanted to 
make the work a call to action. A 
reminder that each of us has in us 
the capacity to be either of those 
two people or actually something 
inspired by and more influen-
tial. Through embracing another 
person our opportunities grow. I 
wanted to highlight the power and 
beauty of coming together with 
another person to manifest our 
shared goals. I am honored to be a 
part of the team that has built this 
centerpiece and gathering place in 
the historic city of Boston, and the 

location where the Kings met.”
In addition to Thomas, Mayor 

Wu, and members of the King 
Family, the unveiling program 
also included remarks from Gov. 
Maura Healey, Congresswoman 
Ayanna Pressley, and former Gov. 
Deval Patrick, as well as perfor-
mances by local artists. 

Gov. Maura Healey said: “This 
is a historic year for Boston and 
Massachusetts. The Embrace’s 
presence on the Boston Common, 
the nation’s oldest public park, will 
forever serve as a reminder to all of 
us of the progress we’ve made and 
all that is still possible.”

In her remarks, Congresswom-
an Ayanna Pressley said: “The 
Embrace memorial commemo-
rates the Kings’ sacrifice, radical 
dream, and radical love, and what 
a source of pride that their story 
together began right here in the 
city of Boston. This historic trib-
ute is also a symbol of their vision 
for radical, revolutionary change, 
and a reminder of the work that 
remains in Boston and beyond to 
build a world that centers justice, 
equity, and our collective libera-
tion. I was honored to participate 
in such a groundbreaking event 
today.”

The Embrace is expected open 
fully to the public in February, 
according to the city.

To learn more about the proj-
ect, visit www.embraceboston.org.

Mayor Michelle Wu offers her 
remarks during the unveiling cere-
mony for “The Embrace.”

Gov. Maura Healey speaks at 
“The Embrace” unveiling cere-
mony on the Boston Common.

Martin Luther King, III, offers remarks, flanked by his wife, Arndrea 
Waters, and their daughter, Yolanda Renee King.

Celebrate Catholic
Schools Week 2023

  January 29 - February 4
#CSW23

Publishing January 25 & 26
3x5 or 2x8 Color $200.00 Per Paper
3x5 or 2x8 Color $750.00 4 Papers

3x5 or 2x8 Color $1,000.00 8 Papers
The Revere Journal • The Winthrop Sun Transcript • Chelsea Record
Everett Independent • East Boston Times Free Press • Lynn Journal

Charlestown Patriot Bridge • North End Regional Review

Deadline: Thursday, January 19th
Email your rep.  or call 781-485-0588

Deb DiGregorio - deb@reverejournal.com
Maureen DiBella - mdibella@winthroptranscript.com

Sioux Gerow - charlestownads@hotmail.com

This year's theme is “Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service.” Catholic schools have 
a specific purpose to form students to be good citizens of the world, love God and neighbor 

and enrich society with the leaven of the gospel and by example of faith.
As communities of faith, Catholic schools instill in students their destiny to become saints.  

Academic excellence is the hallmark of Catholic education intentionally directed to the 
growth of the whole person – mind, body and spirit.  Finally, service is fundamental to 

Catholic education and the core of Catholic discipleship.  Service is intended to help form 
people who are not only witnesses to Catholic social teaching, but also active participants 

through social learning.
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BIG DIG 
DOCUMENTARY         
AT LIBRARY

Friends of the North End 
Library invited residents to walk 
down memory lane on Wednesday, 
January 18 for a documentary 
presentation, Big Dig from PBS’s 
Great Projects, The Building of 
America.

After viewing the documentary, 
participants can share Big Dig 
memories about the most expen-
sive public construction project at 
the time.

The project which took many 
years to complete involved demo-
lition of the elevated highway that 
separated the Boston Waterfront 
and North End from the rest of 
Boston and replaced it with an 
underground roadway and a lin-
ear nature park and walkways 
called The Greenway.

Longtime North End resident 
and Friends member Jean Casale 
will introduce the film which is 
funded by the daily book sale held 
at the library.

OUTDOOR DINING 
WILL CONTINUE 

Based on several community 
meetings (two virtual) it appears 
the city, with input from residents 
will continue outdoor dining in 
the North End on a long-term or 
permanent basis.

For the past two years it was a 
pilot program. Currently, there is 
an outdoor dining citywide pro-
gram on the city’s hooks.

   

SERVING THE 
COMMUNITY

During 2022, ABCD’s North 
End/West End Neighborhood 
Service Center (NSC) has served 
over 400 people, an average of 
seven times per person.

The center distributed more 
than 200 gift cards and 100 tur-
keys during the holiday season 
while delivering 2700 hot meals.

    
HARBOR FIREWORKS 
DISPLAY

The Friends of Christopher 
Columbus Park (FOCCP) and 
Boston Harbor NOW worked 
together to keep the traditional 
New Year’s Eve fireworks display 
over Boston Harbor for thousands 
of people to watch and enjoy.

Columbus Park was filled with 
a large gathering of people bring-
ing in the New Year.

 The event also impacted local 
businesses in a positive manner.

    
CANNABIS LICENSE 
REJECTED

A request to open a Cannabis 
store on Hanover Street was 
denied by the City of Boston 
Cannabis Board.

 The request was denied due to 
community opposition and appar-
ent problems with the application. 
The applicant can resubmit anoth-
er request.

    
SNOWMAN SCULPTURE

Early New Year’s morning 
a large ice snowman sculpture 
was delivered to Christopher 
Columbus Park for the annual 
Harborwalk Ice Sculpture Stroll.

It was a gift to the community 
from the Friends of Christopher 
Columbus Park (FOCCP) spon-
sors to celebrate the New Year.

   
SPECTACULAR      
FIRST NIGHT

First Night Boston 2023 was 
probably the best one ever held. 
The 18th annual celebration had 
15 hours of free programs.

The popular holiday event 
attracted thousands of people and 
featured music and dance perfor-
mances, acrobats, puppet shows, 
ice sculpture and much more.

  
LIBRARY          
HOLIDAY LUNCH

Since COVID 19 put activities 
on hold, the North End Library 
held its first holiday party.

 Many local library goers, espe-
cially seniors, were looking for-
ward to the holiday event that 
included a hearty holiday lunch 
served by Friends of the Library.

    
NEWRA FEBRUARY 
MEETINGS

The North End/Waterfront 
Residents’ Association (NEWRA) 
will hold its February 9 monthly 
public meeting at the Nazzaro 
Community Center at 6:30 PM. 
Public invited. Agenda to be 
announced.

    
NEWNC MONTHLY 
MEETING

The North End/Waterfront 
Neighborhood Council (NEWNC) 
monthly meeting will be held on 
Monday, February 13 at 7 PM. 
Virtual meeting. Agenda to be 
announced. Public participation 
invited.

    
NEW HEALTH CENTER

NEW Health Center located 
on Hanover Street is a non-profit 
corporation. It’s governed by a 
Community Board of Directors 
and licensed by the Department 
of Public Health. The Center was 
established in 1971.

    
SANTA MAILBOX

A special Santa Claus mail-
box placed in the playground at 
Christopher Columbus Park was 
filled with over 50 letters written 
by neighborhood and other chil-
dren visiting the park.

Friends of Christopher 
Columbus Park (FOCCP) received 
messages from parents who shared 
how happy their children were 
when they received return letters 
from the North Pole.

FOCCP member Patty Kendell 
came up with the idea of the 
mailbox which may become a 
tradition at the park.

    
LIBRARY FRIENDS 
MEMBERSHIP

January is membership month 
for the Friends of the North End 
Library organization that supports 
the library with programs, spon-
sorships, furniture and more.

The group needs membership 
to finance the library activities. 
Levels of membership: Single $15, 
Enrolled student $10, Senior $10, 
Couples $20, Family $25, Editors 
Circle $50, Publishers Club $100. 
Additional gifts are accepted.

Pay with cash or check made 
payable to Friends of the North 
End Library. Payment can be 
dropped off near the Red Box 
next to the Book Sale area shelves 
at the rear of the library or mailed 
to P.O. Box 130197, Boston, MA 
02113.

    
NEWNC SUPPORTS 
PERMANENT 
CHANGE 

A request to remove a proviso 
allowing restaurant use for prior 
operation only (China House 
Restaurant, 231 Hanover Street) 
allowing for the new owner Sweet 
Bova, to operate under the same 
permit was supported by the North 
End/Waterfront Neighborhood 
Council (NEWNC) at their 
January 9 (virtual) public meeting.

    
FATHER DELL PENNA 
INSTALLED AS PASTOR

St. Leonard’s Church was the 

first Catholic Church built by 
Italian immigrants in the North 
End in 1873 making it 150-year-
old this year.

At a recent ceremony Cardinal 
O’Malley officially installed 
Franciscan Father Michael Della 
Penna OFM as the church’s pastor. 
Father Mike was born in raised in 
the North End.

    
FRIENDS PLANNING 
SPRING SCHEDULE

The Friends of the North End 
Library are planning a spring 
schedule of programs and how 
members and others can help 
with an even better than awesome 
Books in Bloom event.

  
ARMENIAN    
HERITAGE PARK

The Armenian Heritage Park 
on The Greenway has been a 
welcome sight in the neighbor-
hood providing many activities 
and events, a great place to visit 
and enjoy the surroundings.

Things to do and see include: the 
Abstract Sculpture, the Reflecting 
Pool, the Labyrinth Circular Path 
with art, service and commerce 
etched around it.

    

TUNNEL OF LOVE
For the 7th year, the Tunnel of 

Love returns to Columbus Park on 
February 1 for the entire month.

Created by Friends of 
Christopher Columbus Park 

(FOCCP) Art Curator Robyn 
Reed with the help of volunteer 
members, the Tunnel of Love 
brings hundreds of people to the 
Waterfront to enjoy the festive 
lights, the fun conversation hearts, 
to listen to the romantic music 
under the center trellis and to cap-
ture the perfect photo.

New photo op fun features 
have been added this year.

    
FOCCP QUARTERLY 
MEETING

Friends of Christopher 
Columbus Park (FOCCP) next 
quarterly meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, February 7 from 6:30 
PM to 7:30 PM at the Mariner’s 
House, 11 North Square.

The meeting is to share ideas 
and explore ways to do more for 
and in the park.

ORAL HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION

From Italy to the North End: 
Migrant Stories to Human Lives, 
and in-depth discussion will be 
held as part of St. Leonard’s 
Church 150th anniversary cele-
bration will be held Saturday, 
January 28 from 3 PM to 4:30 
PM at St. Joseph’s Hall, 44 Prince 
Street.

The event features an oral 
account of residence shedding new 
light on Italian immigration to 
Boston and their enduring legacy 
in the North End.
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

Beacon Hill Civic Association AffiliatesEvery spring, the Beacon Hill Civic Association publishes its Annual Report covering the organization’s accomplishments during the past year, including the accomplishments of some of its affiliated organizations. We will 

be sharing some of those accom-plishments here over the coming weeks.
Cambridge street Community Development CorporationThe Cambridge Street Com-munity Development Corpora-tion (“CSCDC”) comprises repre-sentatives of groups interested in 

advancing Cambridge Street as a vital commercial destination and balancing commercial and resi-dential considerations in its re-de-velopment, use and maintenance. The Beacon Hill Civic Associa-tion is a founding member of the CSCDC; other members include 

Special to the Beacon Hill TimesBoston City Councilor Michelle Wu has released a city-level Green New Deal (GND) and Just Recov-ery plan for Boston, a framework for using the full reach of munici-pal authority to mitigate the threat of climate change, attack poverty and economic inequality, close the wealth gap, and dismantle struc-tural racism.  
“Climate justice is racial and economic justice,” said Council-or Wu. “Cities have tremendous power to lead the charge, and we must recognize this moment as a call to action.”

Councilor Wu has emphasized 

that bold, progressive action is in line with the City of Boston’s legacy of civic leadership, as the home of the first public park, public school, and public library in the country. The report fea-tures 15 policies to demonstrate the potential for transformative city action today—accelerating decarbonization, just and resil-ient development, transportation justice, decommodifying housing, food justice, resilient stormwater infrastructure, growing the urban tree canopy, harnessing our coastal and ocean resources for decarbon-ization and “blue jobs,” and more.

City Councilor Michelle Wu launches plan for a Boston green New Deal and Just Recovery

D. MURPHY PHOTOS

A woman paddle-boarding on the Charles. See Page 6 for more summer photos.

A visitor enjoying some leisure time on the Esplanade.

SUMMER AROUND THE CITY

(Wu, Pg. 4)

(BHCA Pg. 5)

By Dan Murphy
The Rev. Dr. J. Theodore “Ted” Klein of West Roxbury, who for-merly served as the senior pastor of Church on the Hill died in Bos-ton on Saturday, Aug. 8 at age 79.Born to the late Harald Imman-uel and Ruth Powell Klein on March 23, 1941 in n Abington Pa., Mr. Klein earned degrees from the Academy of the New Church College (BA), Temple University (MEd in Education), and Boston University (MA and PhD in Phi-losophy) before he was ordained the Swedenborgian Church in 1984. He went on to serve the ministry for the next 36 years, including 15 years with the Bos-ton Society of the New Jerusalem (Church on the Hill, Boston), the last four years of which he served as its senior pastor. Mr. Klein also served on the faculty of the Swedenborg School of Religion; presented lectures and talks at churches and conventions; and served on several committees, including in the role of secretary of the Council of Ministers. He is the author of several published 

books, including “The Power of Service,” “Why Is This Happening To Me” and the “Learning Com-passion” workbook, as well.Mr. Klein began his distin-guished academic career teaching Philosophy at Urbana University (Ohio) before lending his skills in the classroom to the Sweden-borg School of Religion, as well as UMass Boston, from where he just retired after the spring semester.

Former Church on the Hill senior pastor, 
Rev. Dr. ‘ted’ Klein, passes away at age 79

COURTESY PHOTO
 Rev. Dr. J. Theodore “Ted” Klein.

(Klein, Pg. 5)
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Cumulative COVID-19 test rate up slightly 

Renovated North End parks reopen

NEWRA supports Prince Street occupancy change

Staff report

MassDevelopment has issued a $6.4 million tax-exempt bond on behalf of 41 N. Margin Senior Apartments, LLC, an affili-ate of East Boston Community Development Corporation (EBCDC) and Affirmative Investments, Inc., which is using bond proceeds to receive a 

99-year lease from Ausonia Home Association for a portion of its property at 41 N. Margin Street in Boston’s North End. EBCDC and Affirmative Investments are also using bond proceeds to con-vert the property, which has been vacant for two years and was previously the headquarters for the Ausonia Council 1513, Knights 

Rendering of 41 N. Margin Street by architect Michael Angelo 

Interbartolo, Jr., AIA.

MassDevelopment issues tax-exempt 
bond to repurpose Knights of Columbus 
Building for Senior Affordable Housing

(KoC Building, Pg. 4)

By John Lynds 
The cumulative COVID-19 positive test rate in the North End and the surrounding neighbor-hoods increased slightly while the weekly positive test rate decreased for a fourth week in a row.  According to the latest data released by the Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC) last Friday, overall since the pandemic started 43,525 North End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End and 

Downtown residents have been tested for COVID-19 and the data shows that 5.9 percent of those tested were COVID positive--this was 3.5 increase from the 5.7 per-cent reported two weeks ago. Last week 3,097 residents were tested and 2.4 percent were pos-itive--a 20 percent decrease from the 3 reported two Fridays ago. Citywide,   29,297 residents were tested and 4.8 percent were COVID positive--a 17 percent decrease from the 5.8 percent test-

ing positive two weeks ago. At his press briefing last week Mayor Martin Walsh reminded residents that Governor Charlie Baker would increase the state-wide capacity restrictions from 25 percent to 40 percent for the busi-nesses that are allowed to be open in Phase 3 Step 1. The Mayor said that the City of Boston is aligning with the State on these capacity restrictions. The City and the State 
(CoVid-19, Pg. 5)

By Phil Orlandella
 Several public parks, including Puopolo Park in the North End have been completely improved and reopened by the Boston Parks Department.

 Both Langone Field and the Puopolo Park in the North End were among the public parks reopened.
 A combination of $21.9 million 

in renovations from Mayor Martin Walsh’s Capital Improvement Plan and Community Preservation Act funding was allocated to the reno-vation of the parks. North End parks were designed with climate resilient features embedded throughout the project to protect the area from projected sea level rise and increased storm events as planned in Coastal Resilience Solutions for 

Downtown Boston and the North End, Climate Ready Boston. Before any renovations began the City met with neighborhood residents and the North End Athletic Association (NEAA) to plan the design of the local facili-ties.
 Registration is already under-way for several NEAA Baseball Programs.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh cuts the ribbon with members of the community on the renovated Puopolo Park.

(ParKs, Pg. 3)

By Phil Orlandella
 By a vote of 14-0, the North End Waterfront Residents’ Association (NEWRA) supported plans by LLC to convert the build-ing at 81-81A Prince Street from four apartments and one store to five apartments. The ground-floor commercial 

space will be renovated and con-verted into a two-bedroom res-idential unit extended into the basement. In addition, plans call for a new roof deck. A proposal by the City of Boston to convert State Street to a one lane road, a bike lane and 
(nEWra, Pg. 3)
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Cumulative COVID-19 test rate up slightly 

Renovated North End parks reopen

NEWRA supports Prince Street occupancy change

Staff report

MassDevelopment has issued a $6.4 million tax-exempt bond on behalf of 41 N. Margin Senior Apartments, LLC, an affili-ate of East Boston Community Development Corporation (EBCDC) and Affirmative Investments, Inc., which is using bond proceeds to receive a 

99-year lease from Ausonia Home Association for a portion of its property at 41 N. Margin Street in Boston’s North End. EBCDC and Affirmative Investments are also using bond proceeds to con-vert the property, which has been vacant for two years and was previously the headquarters for the Ausonia Council 1513, Knights 
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The cumulative COVID-19 positive test rate in the North End and the surrounding neighbor-hoods increased slightly while the weekly positive test rate decreased for a fourth week in a row.  According to the latest data released by the Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC) last Friday, overall since the pandemic started 43,525 North End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End and 

Downtown residents have been tested for COVID-19 and the data shows that 5.9 percent of those tested were COVID positive--this was 3.5 increase from the 5.7 per-cent reported two weeks ago. Last week 3,097 residents were tested and 2.4 percent were pos-itive--a 20 percent decrease from the 3 reported two Fridays ago. Citywide,   29,297 residents were tested and 4.8 percent were COVID positive--a 17 percent decrease from the 5.8 percent test-

ing positive two weeks ago. At his press briefing last week Mayor Martin Walsh reminded residents that Governor Charlie Baker would increase the state-wide capacity restrictions from 25 percent to 40 percent for the busi-nesses that are allowed to be open in Phase 3 Step 1. The Mayor said that the City of Boston is aligning with the State on these capacity restrictions. The City and the State 
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 Several public parks, including Puopolo Park in the North End have been completely improved and reopened by the Boston Parks Department.

 Both Langone Field and the Puopolo Park in the North End were among the public parks reopened.
 A combination of $21.9 million 

in renovations from Mayor Martin Walsh’s Capital Improvement Plan and Community Preservation Act funding was allocated to the reno-vation of the parks. North End parks were designed with climate resilient features embedded throughout the project to protect the area from projected sea level rise and increased storm events as planned in Coastal Resilience Solutions for 

Downtown Boston and the North End, Climate Ready Boston. Before any renovations began the City met with neighborhood residents and the North End Athletic Association (NEAA) to plan the design of the local facili-ties.
 Registration is already under-way for several NEAA Baseball Programs.
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 By a vote of 14-0, the North End Waterfront Residents’ Association (NEWRA) supported plans by LLC to convert the build-ing at 81-81A Prince Street from four apartments and one store to five apartments. The ground-floor commercial 

space will be renovated and con-verted into a two-bedroom res-idential unit extended into the basement. In addition, plans call for a new roof deck. A proposal by the City of Boston to convert State Street to a one lane road, a bike lane and 
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LEGAL NOTICES

The Boston Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC) today announced 
the launch of its COVID-19 
wastewater surveillance program 
that will utilize samples from 11 
manholes across the city for more 
localized  estimates of circulating 
COVID-19 virus and its variants 
in Boston.  

The 11 testing sites are in 
Brighton, Back Bay, Charlestown, 
Dorchester, East Boston, Hyde 
Park, Jamaica Plain, Mattapan, 
Roslindale, Roxbury, and South 
Boston.

BPHC chose these locations 
because they provide broad cov-
erage of Boston’s communities 
and optimize ease of access to the 
manholes with high population 
densities, allowing for a detailed 
understanding of how COVID-19 
is affecting  different neighbor-
hoods. This data will enable BPHC 
to respond to the COVID-19 pan-
demic with more precise interven-
tions for communities with high 
or rising levels of virus. Prior to 
this program, BPHC relied solely 
on wastewater data generated by 
MWRA and BioBot that measured 
the concentration of COVID-19 
virus particles for the Greater Bos-
ton area. The new Boston-specific 

testing sites will provide a more 
detailed local view of COVID-19 
in Boston neighborhoods.

“This exciting new wastewater 
surveillance program will enhance 
our ability to respond to the many 
ongoing challenges presented by 
COVID-19,” said Dr. Bisola Oji-
kutu, Commissioner of Public 
Health and Executive Director of 
the Boston Public Health Commis-
sion. “We recognize that COVID-
19 continues to have a dispropor-
tionate impact within communities 
throughout Boston. Our goal is 
to use these data to inform our 
strategies and ensure equity in our 
responses.” 

The new testing program is 
a partnership between BPHC, 
the Boston Water and Sewer 
Commission (BWSC), and Cam-
bridge-based Biobot Analytics, a 
world leader in wastewater epide-
miological services. This partner-
ship began in October 2022, with 
the three organizations working 
closely to identify the most optimal 
test sites and pilot the data collec-
tion and analysis methods.  

“We are thrilled to partner with 
the Boston Public Health Commis-
sion on its COVID-19 wastewater 
surveillance program,” said Mari-

ana Matus, CEO & Cofounder of 
Biobot Analytics. “Boston is a true 
trailblazer for investing today into 
the public health infrastructure of 
tomorrow. The launch of these new 
wastewater testing sites will create 
granular data that is more action-
able for local officials and will 
help with the planning of resource 
allocation and interventions and 
increase public awareness.” 

“BWSC is pleased to collabo-
rate as a resource and partner with 
the BPHC and

Biobot Analytics to identify 
sites for COVID-19 surveillance in 
effort to protect all who live, work, 
and visit the City of Boston,” said 
Henry F. Vitale, Executive Director 
of Boston Water and Sewer Com-
mission. 

Wastewater sample gather-
ing will take place twice a week 
and the publicly available online 
data will be updated accordingly 
to help keep the public informed 
about the COVID-19 risk lev-
els in their communities. These 
data can be accessed by visiting 
boston.gov/government/cabinets/
boston-public-health-commission/
covid-19-boston#wastewater-re-
ports.

BPHC launches Boston COVID-19 
wastewater surveillance program LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS

THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF 
COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT 
Docket No.
SU20P2001EA
Estate of:
Francis Edward
Yancey
Date of Death:
04/21/2020
A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has been 
filed by Gary C. Yancey of Law-
rence, MA requesting that the 
court enter a formal Decree of 
Complete Settlement including 
a determination of testacy and 
heirs at law and other such 
relief as may be requested in 
the Petition. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 

Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on 02/09/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If you fail 
to file a written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
Affidavit of Objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
date, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 27, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

1/19/23
RR

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.

Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU22C0531CA
In the matter of:
Sellers Murray, Jr.
A Petition to Change Name 
of Adult has been filed by 
Sellers Murray, Jr. of Boston, 
MA requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their 
name to:
Sellious Jackson
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing an 
appearance at:Suffolk Probate 
and Family Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
02/02/2023. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 
written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 29, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

1/19/23
RR

This winter and spring, the 
New England Aquarium is offer-
ing special in-person educational 
programs for the growing num-
ber of homeschooling families 
in the state. More than 13,000 
children were homeschooled in 
Massachusetts during the 2021 
to 2022 school year, according 
to the Massachusetts Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education. Pre-pandemic, the 
number of children learning at 
home averaged nearly half that, 
around 7,000.

The Aquarium’s homeschool 
programs are available monthly 
from January to March.

- Tuesday, January 31: Giant 
Ocean Tank – An educator and 
diver will talk at the top of the 
Giant Ocean Tank from 9:00 to 
9:45 a.m. about the species that 
live in the four-story, 200,000-gal-
lon tank that more than 1,000 
marine animals call home.

- Tuesday, February 28: Shark 
Science – Enjoy early access to the 

Trust Family Foundation Shark 
and Ray Touch Tank beginning 
at 9:00 a.m. A member of the 
Aquarium’s shark research team 
will share facts about sharks and 
answer questions from visitors 
about shark science, tagging, and 
more.

- Tuesday, March 28: Marine 
Mammals – An educator and 
marine mammal trainer will share 
the exciting world of seals and 
sea lions with visitors, providing 
biofacts and information about 
enrichment, feedings, animal 
well-being from 9:00 to 9:45 am. 
Then, visitors will join a harbor 
seal training session. 

Tickets for the educational pro-
grams are $10 per student—in 
addition to the cost of admission—
and include one complimentary 
adult entry into the Aquarium. 
Each session is limited to 20 
children. The Aquarium is also 
offering discounted admission for 
homeschool families on Tuesdays 
through the end of March ($12 

for children and $21 for adults), 
with February 21 excluded from 
the promotion. Tickets can be pur-
chased by calling the Reservations 
Department at 617-973-5206 
daily between the hours of 9:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

The Aquarium is committed to 
providing interactive and informa-
tive programming for students in 
homeschool programs. In addition 
to the onsite special programs, the 
Aquarium has a host of activities 
on the institution’s website that 
help visitors explore the Aquarium 
more deeply, encourage content 
learning, and improve science 
skills as well as support math and 
literacy development.

Some of the special program-
ming includes ecology, ethology, 
or zoology. Each activity includes 
a list of recommended materials 
to bring with you and educators 
are available to help with those 
investigations. Visit www.neaq.
org/learn/home-school-programs/ 
for more activities.

Aquarium offering special in-person educational programs
for growing number of homeschooling families
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Friends oF the north end: A Look BAck

Haymarket Square facing Cross Street - 1-7-1949. Cross Street from Hanover looking toward Endicott Street - 1948.

Cross Street - 1957.

Cross Street and Salem Street - pizza guy Pasquale Natale - 1955.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF VITO ALUIA.

All women over 40 should have 
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mammograms are available. 

Mammograms 
Save Lives.
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For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
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Hope.Progress.Answers.®
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Home economics is common-
ly defined as “cooking and other 
aspects of household management, 
especially as taught at school.” 
From the early 1900s, this sub-
ject was promoted for females. 
In the 1960s, the women’s rights 
movement objected to the tradi-
tional stereotype that girls should 
be taught cooking and homemak-
ing and boys woodworking and 
mechanical skills.  

Today, in places where this sub-
ject is taught, it’s referred to as 
“family and consumer sciences” 
(FCS) and is open to all students. 
In a recent interview, Ben Mer-
vis, author of “The British Cook-

book,” related that his interest in 
food came from an assignment in 
his “home economics” class.

His exposure to household 
management resulted in a career 
path. It might provide the skills 
needed to be a great single par-
ent, partner, caregiver, or healthier 
human for a different person. 

Vital Life Skills
Feeding yourself and your fam-

ily food that is healthy, nutritious, 
safe, and within your budget takes 
more education than you can 
obtain by watching a few TikTok 
videos or following food influenc-
ers on Instagram. Training in these 
vital life skills could result in better 
decisions about how we spend our 
food dollars, differentiate between 

good nutritional information and 
puffery, and minimize food waste. 
These topics are essential to our 
personal well-being, economy, and 
environment.

Going back to that definition of 
home economics, we like the idea 
of teaching anyone who wants 
to learn how to be the CEO and 
CFO of an organization called a 
household. In addition to classes 
held in schools, community-based 
continuing education could make 
it possible for anyone suddenly 
responsible for feeding themselves 
and others to learn how to do it 
well. This might include young 
people on their own for the first 
time, seniors who need to adapt 
to cooking for one, or those who 
become single parents and need to 
feed a family.

So Much To Learn
WBUR reported on the dimin-

ished availability of home econom-

ics classes and teachers. In that 
article, they quoted Carol Werhan, 
an FCS educator and member of 
the board of the American Asso-
ciation of Family and Consum-
er Sciences. The article’s author, 
Tove Danovich wrote, “...cook-
ing taught through FCS courses is 
more about having the confidence 
to experiment in the kitchen than 
becoming a trained chef. ‘People 
don’t need to have perfection — 
you have to know what are the 
failures that are OK.’ ‘Burnt edges 
can be cut off. Overcooked meat 
can still be served.’ Werhan said.” 

Valuable Lessons
Learning that you must practice 

a skill to master it and that failure 
along the way is to be expected is a 
valuable lesson. The WBUR article 
also talked about students seeing 
the relevance of what they were 
doing and learning in FCS classes. 
At first, they may not realize they 

are using mathematics, chemis-
try, resource management, finan-
cial acumen, and organizational 
skills to follow a recipe or set up 
a menu. Still, before long, they see 
the connection.

Once, these skills were passed 
from generation to generation as 
they shared space in muti-genera-
tional households and large con-
nected families. However, now 
we also hear of cases where the 
young are teaching their older 
family members to make better 
choices for the family and the envi-
ronment. Any knowledge we can 
provide through FCS education at 
school or in the community can 
help ensure we have a new gener-
ation of home-ec teachers, young 
and old.

Do you have a question or topic 
for Fresh & Local? Send an email 
to Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your suggestion.
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Home economics

This photo of a home economics class was taken circa 1900–1919 when it was thought that only women 
needed the skills to manage a home.

Hearing loss is the invisible dis-
ability that half of us 75 and older 
experience every day.  Join Dr. Ste-
ven Rauch – clinician, researcher 
and educator – for a fascinating 
discussion of how hearing works, 
how and why it fails and what we 
can do about it.

Steven Rauch, MD is Profes-
sor and Vice Chair for Clinical 
Research of the Otolaryngology 
Department at Harvard Medi-
cal School.  He is the Vestibular 
Division Chief at the Massachu-
setts Eye and Ear Infirmary and a 
member of the Otology Division of 
Massachusetts General Hospital.  
Dr. Rauch provides medical care to 
patients with hearing and balance 
disorders.  His research and speak-
ing are focused primarily on com-

bined disorders of hearing and bal-
ance, including Meniere's disease, 
autoimmune inner ear disease, 
sudden deafness, acoustic trauma, 
and migraine.  He consults with 
biotech and pharmaceutical firms 
designing clinical trials for inner 
ear drug development and delivery.  
Dr. Rauch is also a Professor in the 
Liberal Arts Department at Berklee 
College of Music, where he teaches 
an undergraduate course on Health 
and Wellness.

This Zoom webinar is pre-
sented by Beacon Hill Village in 
partnership with Boston Public 
Library as part of their Living 
Well Ending Well series. Registra-
tion required at https://beacon-
hillvillage.org/content.aspx?page_
id=4002&club_id=332658&item_

id=1829285&event_date_id=255 
or by calling 617-723-9713.  Reg-
istrants will receive a link the day 
before the event.

Hearing health and hearing loss with Steven D. Rauch, MD

Steven D. Rauch, MD


